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Story ideas for print and broadcast media

FLAG BURNING--COURAGEOUS IN CHINA,
When Richard Saphire watched the telecasts from China recently of students ceremoniously burning their country's flag to protest their dissatisfaction with government
policies, he explained to his young sons that this act, lauded by the press and
political commentators, was the students' way of exercising their right of free speech.
Saphire, a University of Dayton professor of law with an expertise in constitutional
law, finds it curious that the same act by a u.s. citizen is considered "desecration"
and may be declared illegal.
President George Bush would like to draft a constitutional amendment to forbid flag
burnings. The amendment would effectively set aside the Supreme Court's recent decision
in "Texas v. Johnson," the case which struck down, on first amendment grounds, the
application of a Texas law prohibiting "desecration" of a state or national flag.
"Lost in the hysterical criticism of the Court's decision--and the 97-3 resolution
in the U.S. Senate condemning that decision, as well as George Bush's call for a constitutional amendment to reverse it--is the realization that the same act which was
praised so highly when undertaken by the youth of China has been condemned so completely
when undertaken by our own citizens," Saphire said. "The Supreme Court's decision represents the best, and not the worst, in our political and moral culture and tradition."
For interviews, contact Richard Saphire at (513) 229-2820 after 1 p.m.
UD STUDENT PARTICIPATES IN ARCHAEOLOGICAL DIG IN ENGLAND
Most six-year-old boys dream of becoming a fireman or a professional athlete or
maybe even an astronaut, but Brian Rutishauser of Cincinnati dreamt of becoming an
archaeologist. "I remember in kindergarten I drew a picture of myself holding a pickax
out near a pyramid," he said. Part of that dream recently came true.
Rutishauser, a senior majoring in history at the University of Dayton, spent
May 16-June 10 in Dorchester, England, where he gathered information for his honors
thesis. With the help of UD history professor Bruce Hitchner, Rutishauser joined an
archaeological group called the Wessex Trust. In the past, the group had found the
remains of the ancient Roman town of Durnovaria in the Dorchester area. Just as
Rutishauser was leaving England, they discovered a wall foundation which, he says, might
totally change the map of the town.
"I'm sure I'll be going to a lot of other places, doing some other digs. I have a
whole list of places in my head that I want to visit," Rutishauser said. But first he
will be working on his thesis, which will consist of a case study of how Durnovaria
related to the countryside in terms of economics and social organization. "No one has
really sat down and collated all of the information, synthesized it into some kind of
whole, which is what I'm going to try to do."
ser at (513) 1-631-8447. Hitchner, who
For media interviews, contact Brian Ruti
ia, will return to Dayton in mid-August.
is participating in an archaeology dig in
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For further information or assistance in scheduling interviews, contact Public Relations and University Communications, 229-3241.

